CAMPFIRE POLICY
By the order of the Training Center Yorktown Commanding Officer, campfires are permitted for organized camping activities only and confined to the base camp ground.

Prior to lighting a campfire, the Command Duty Officer (CDO) must be notified at (757) 449-9740 for an update to local conditions (windy/dry periods, other concerns).

Starting a Campfire

Once the CDO is notified and approves, all campfires must meet the following criteria:

· Burning shall not be conducted closer than 50 feet to any structure and provisions shall be made to ensure that fire does not spread to closer than 50 feet of any structure.

· Water, sand, dirt or fire extinguishers shall be available at the burn site in quantity sufficient to completely extinguish the fire. (a large bucket filled with water, bag of sand, rake(s) and shovel(s) should also be available to control the fire.) 

· Campfires shall be approximately three feet in diameter in a cleared area ten feet in diameter.  When available, portable fire rings/pits, should be used.


· Campfires shall be attended constantly until fire is completely extinguished and ashes or coals cool. 

· All fires will be extinguished no later than 2200 (10:00pm).

Putting out a Campfire
Extinguish every fire when you no longer need it. Make sure it is cold out - cold enough so that you can run your hands through the ashes. Trickle, don't pour water on the embers, steam is hotter than boiling water and ash will go everywhere if you pour. Stir the wet ashes with a stick and wet them again. Repeat until you can touch every part of the fire site with your bare hands.
Cleaning a Fire Site
Clean a permanent fire site by picking out any bits of paper, foil, and unburned food. Pack them home with the rest of your trash. If you made a new fire site, erase all evidence it was ever there. Scatter any rocks, turning their blackened sides toward the ground. Spread cold ashes over a wide area and toss away extra firewood. Replace any ground cover. When you're finished, the site should look just as it did when you found it.

If, at any time, the camp fire grows out of control, call (757) 856-2911 and Security will dispatch duty personnel to assist.[image: image1.png]



